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vexation at the rout of his army was heightened by learning
that the Emperor knew of his inconsiderate remark of the
previous day, and he remained speechless. Presently re-
covering himself, he tried to mutter some words of explana-
tion ; but the Emperor in a severe and haughty tone, said:
c I remove you, sir, from the command of the army corps,
which you handle so badly. "Withdraw at once, and leave the
Grand Army within twenty-four hours; a bungler like you is no
good to me.' Therewith he turned his back on tlie marshal,
and, taking command for the moment of the Saxons, restored
order in their ranks, and led them again to meet the enemy.
Under any circumstances, Bernadotte would have been, in
despair at such an outburst; but as he had been ordered to-
leave the field at the moment when he was galloping ahead
of the fugitives, which might give an opening for slanderous
tongues to reflect on his courage, though the object of his
retreat was to check that of his soldiers, he understood how
much worse it made his position, and it is asserted that in
his despair he wished to throw himself on the enemy's bayo-
nets. His aides-de-camp, however, held him back, and
took him. away from the Saxon troops. All day long he
strayed about the battle-field, and stayed towards evening
behind our left wing at the village of Leopoldau, where his
officers persuaded him to pass the night in the pretty little
chateau "belonging to that place. Hardly, however, was he
established, when Mass6na, who had ordered his headquarters
to be fixed at Leopoldau, came to take possession of the-
same house. As it is customary for generals to be quartered
in the midst of their troops, and not to lodge in villages
where tlieir colleagues' regiments are, Bernadotte wished to
give way to Mass6na ; the latter, however, not yet knowing
of his colleague's mishap, begged him to stay and share the
quarters with him, to which Bernadotte agreed. While
arrangements were being made for their lodging, an officer
who had witnessed the scene between the Emperor and
Bernadotte came and told Mass6na of it, whereupon he
changed his mind, and discovered that the house was not
"roomy enbtegh for two marshals and tlieir stalfe; Wishing,,ho observed, ironically, * Is
